
Manch 14, 1q78

Meno to Fi.Let

Re: WhittUttLnd Mine
San Ju.an Coutr.ttl, Utlll
ACT/037/032

A 6iQXd LraytecLion o{ th,i's pnoytoted opeJLttion wa,t condue-tad on I'llanch Lnd
1975 bq RonDawLats, lLtbeThomp,son, and Jin SwULL dttom theDLv.isLon and Wt.
Tom Reld o[ Blnnd,Lng.

The oytennlion wi,t,t- be o. nejuvenaLLon o( a ptteviou.tlq ex,i'stLng rwhe. Tl'te

mLne i.t Loeo.ted on the poittt o{ a h,LgLL me.ta ovenLoohing tle Sor. Ju"a.n Ann o[ Lalze
Powe.tL. The. Navajo Ind,Lan Ro'senva.tion i's to t[te ,sou.th.

The rc.il tqpe (on th,6 anea is cowti.dened to be nocb Land wi.tlt tl+e.aun{ace
toi,L on the mua' hav,in7 a h,Lgt'L ytnoponl,Lon o( c.bt1. The vegQ-ta.tLon in the anea
covrtiAtA o( t[u.d,teole, bttoom tnabeneel, eplwdna, ga.[,Le.tn" grLaAS, 4d e 6u) otlnen
tca.ttuul grtoatu and {0nfu.

TI+e aecet,s noad to the mine ,si,te i,s Ln a. eompLe,ta tto-te o( d'6nepai,n and
i,t inpa,sdable, except bq (oot, (on apytnorfunate,t-q the La'st. tt'rto to thnze mi,Le.t.
Thue ilLe nwnelLctu,s dttnLnage ytnob.LenE o.Long the nou.te thnt. will noclwine inpnove-
ment; ,sueh ous di,tch,Lng, wa.te/Lbm , and eu,Lvettt's.

ThemLne ti,te i,s ytnuent'tq U,ttened wi,th debnb dnom pa'st. ofruo-Uont, dd
wiJ,t- be c.t-e-aned uyt aec,onding to Wt. Redd. Tl,tene o,tte tuto ponla.t's boLow the toyt
o( the me/sl", one [oz enlnq and one {ot hwil-Lng orLe and wouste nocb otrt od tlte 

.

mine, An o)Ld Loaiing bin- iA Loea,tell be.Low tlii,s ponta,L qnd tltene i's a wa'ste dunyt

ovQlL tlle tide od the hill. The bLn and the dunyt wou,td be vi'sLbX-e drtom tLte Lahe,
lwwevut, t[w aun{ace (ac.i,U.tLea on tctyt o( the mua wou(l not.

The yilnru o,ne to d.rt Lve an ine]-ine down (nom the tou.thea.st, ti-de od t\p mua
and plaee the topaoi,t-, wa,ste noeb, and one wi.tluLn a. deytnuted o,nea on the mota
ytoLnt. Thit wi.Lt- beeyt the vi'suol inpact. (nom tl,te.Lahe to a minimun.

Thene. ane ,sevets,L unpLugged d^i,{L lno.Le,s in the atlea. u)LuLcl't nee.d to be pLugged
a.t'So.

WL. Redd hn"s an olstLgned State Mineno"L Le.ate ML-34603 dort the t.ou.tt+.% o(
Sec.LLon 2, hctweven, tl,uLs tection o( Sta.te Land i's Lnvo,Lved in a X.and exchnnge
wi,tt+ the Fedena.L Govennnent and wil,t" be, Lncluded aA a yto,ttt o( the GLen Couqon
NaLLona.L Reuza.tion l,ttea when (irn(ized. Th,irs extnnge wil.l- Lnchile" minun'L ,tighLs.

Aeeond,i-ng to JoLm Wahe,
ob!eeLLon to t[te oytena.tion.

vi.a" a te,Leytltone convetaa.tion, Stnte Lands hn"s no

il".r-"}t
JAMES 0I. SI,IITH
RECLNIIATI(]N SOl IS SPECI ALIST


